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 Writing a short story with A STARTER Model 

The First Talent Show 

St and ing  ba ck s t age ,  I  co u ld  fe e l  my he ar t  t hu mp ing  in  my c he s t .  

“ Ju s t  r e la x, ”  M y f r ie nd  J e nny w h is per e d .  “Yo u’r e  r e ad y fo r  t h is . ”  I  

no dde d .  Je nn y w as  r ig ht .  I ’d  bee n p r ac t ic ing  my so ng  fo r  t he  s c ho o l t a le nt  

s ho w fo r  s ix  w eek s .  S t i l l ,  p ic t u r ing  a n aud ie nc e  pac ked  w it h k id s ,  pa r e nt s  

a nd  t eac her s  ma de  me  wa nt  t o  r un o u t  t he  do o r .   

“T oo  la t e  fo r  t ha t , ”  I  t ho ught ,  a s  Mr .  Pe t e r so n a nno u nce d  my So ng .  

Je nn y ga ve  me  a  nudg e ,  a nd  sudd e n ly I  was  o n t he  s t ag e .  S t and ing  in  t he  

spo t l ig ht ,  I  g r aspe d  t he  mic r o pho ne  a n d  be lt e d  o u t  t he  l yr ic s .  I  hea r d  my 

vo ic e  po ur  t hr o ugh t he  sp eak er s  a nd  f i l l  t he  r o o m.  “I t ’ s  go ing  we l l , ”  I  

t ho ught  t o  mys e l f .  “Do n’ t  me ss  u p . ”  

I lo o ked  o u t  at  t he  s ea  o f fac e s .  T he  au d it o r iu m w as  d ar k ,  bu t  I  

co u ld  se e  hu ndr ed s  o f e ye s  s t a r ing  ba c k  a t  me . T he  s me l l  o f c a nd y bar s  

a nd  po pco r n f i l le d  t he  r o o m.  “I  ho pe  J e nny is  s a v ing  so me fo r  me , ”  I  

t ho ught ,  a s  I  s t a r t ed  t he  c ho r u s  o ne  la s t  t ime .   

 

 As I finished the song, the audience began to clap. “Yeah, Katie!” one kid yelled.  

“You rock!” screeched another. I took a bow and walked offstage with a smile plastered  

across my face. “How many days until next year’s talent show?” I asked Jenny.  

 

                  “Break the ice” is the lesson that I have leaned form that experience. Always do or 
say something to relieve tension or to get conversation going in a strained situation or when 
strangers meet.  
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